WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

The War Minister was obliged by his own sense of
honour and responsibility to suffer this sort of influence
from the Soviet and from the Communist Party, because
he was trying to avoid a clash with them, believing that
this would do even greater harm. During the whole
campaign the Communists took advantage of this sense
of responsibility in other Parties and Syndicates to carry
on their fatal work, work which did such damage to our
cause in the war.

In these particular operations, for instance, something
happened which went beyond the limits of the greatest
sense of responsibility. When the enemy began his
offensive, the Commander of the Central Army, General
Pozas, ordered the Chief of the Madrid Army Corps,
General Miaja, to send reinforcements to check the
enemy's advance. General Miaja told the command that
he could not send reinforcements, for he needed what few
reserves he had, particularly in view of the situation which
confronted his Army Corps. Of course the situation was
a desperate one, and I had to make a quick and drastic
decision. My proposal was that the Chief of the General
Staff of the War Ministry should suggest to the Minister
the urgent necessity of allowing General Miaja to relieve
General Pozas, so that when he had taken command of
the Army, whatever happened in the offensive would be
his responsibility. Within a few hours General Pozas was
relieved, and on the following day the Madrid Army Corps
sent reinforcements of no less than five Brigades, which
meant that the enemy advance was instantly checked. This